
                           
 
 
 

Opportunity for PhD students at MASTS institutions to complete an 
internship with The D’Arcy Thompson Simulator Centre 

 
Internship Opportunity 
 
The University of St Andrews has established a new research and innovation tool as part of 
developments at the Eden Campus in Guardbridge, just outside St Andrews. The D’Arcy 
Thompson Simulator Centre (Figure 1) provides access to a digital simulation platform for 
research, impact, implementation and commercialisation.  In terms of research, the challenge 
of creating a digital replica of selected biospheres in central to the programme. The D’Arcy 
Thompson Centre, supported by the University of St Andrews, is offering a paid, four-month 
internship position to examine accessible data archives that can be used to create dynamic 
digital displays within the simulator, based on temporal and spatial variation of selected 
ecosystem functions, such as habitat biodiversity, carbon dynamics or other available 
variables (population, productivity etc.). The simulator already holds a basic local 
topography/bathymetry that can be augmented with data layers with various display options. 
This is following the example of work with our partners at OSC in Ålesund, Norway 
(https://osc.no/ andhttps://augmentcity.no/ ) (Figure 1)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Left: Location 
of Stretch Dome 
Simulator @ Walter 
Bower House,  Eden 
Campus 

Centre: Stretch Dome Simulator 
in operation 

Right: Digimap -Example macrofaunal 
biodiversity along Eden Estuary, to the east 
of the Campus 
 

 
The ultimate aim will be to produce a digital twin that demonstrates environmental 
conditions in Fife habitats and allow predictive scenarios of future condition to be considered.  
 

Find out more from the website at https://darcythompson.net/  

https://osc.no/
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The candidate should have: 
 

• Some GIS/ mapping skills  
• Computer literacy and willingness to learn new software 
• Data mining/handling knowledge  

 
There will be an opportunity for the successful candidate to experiment and develop their 
specific area of interest. For ten per cent of your time, you can use the simulator’s capability, 
on a mutually agreed subject matter. 
 
 

If you would be interested in this opportunity, please send a letter of interest, expressing 
suitability for the internship, with a 2-page CV should be sent to Moya Crawford at 
moya.crawford@darcythompson.net 
 
The deadline for applications is 16.00 on Monday 6th September 2021. 
 
The position will commence as soon as possible.  
 
The successful candidate will be based at Walter Bower House, Eden Campus, Guardbridge, 
St Andrews Fife KY16 0US https://edencampus.st-andrews.ac.uk/about/  however, due to the 
nature of the research, remote working with regular update meetings (a mixture of Teams 
and onsite) would also be acceptable.   
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