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Application for a MASTS ENGAGEMENT IN EUROPEAN RESEARCH (MEER) Award 
One electronic copy of this application together with any supplementary material must be returned to MASTS by email. The completed form should be returned to: masts@st-andrews.ac.uk 
· Applicants should complete each part of the form as fully as possible.

· To move from one fill-in location (field) to another, press the UP or DOWN arrow or click the location, unless directed otherwise.
	DETAILS


Purpose 

It is important for MASTS researchers to engage with European research because the science, the ecosystems, and many of the policy challenges are inherently shared across national borders. Collaboration can improve scientific quality, increase access to resources, expertise and infrastructure, and strengthen the impact of research.
Engagement with European research can help MASTS marine scientists accelerate technological developments, develop common protocols for data collection and analysis, and ensures our researchers are able to tackle environmental challenges at the appropriate scale. For early-career researchers and postgraduate researchers, participation in collaborative projects allows for the development of international networks, experience of working with diverse research teams, and skills development.  
UK researchers can participate in major European funding programmes, including Horizon Europe which runs until 2027. If you are a UK-based researcher, you can apply to most Horizon Europe funding opportunities on the same terms as EU-based applicants. MEER funding can be used to assist in the development of MASTS consortia, covering, for example, economy travel and subsistence of prospective MASTS project partners to attend preparatory meetings and workshops. It can support modest incidental costs of staging such preparatory events and/or paying for additional administrative assistance to support Principal Investigators in developing applications etc. MEER funds may also be used for a wide range of engagement with the Horizon Europe framework process, not just the preparation of funding proposals. Examples include establishing network connections; showcasing skills and capabilities; and participating in specific networking activities both for policy influencing and project preparation.  
Engagement with International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) working groups is also valuable for MASTS marine science researchers because these groups are where much of the collaborative scientific work underpinning North Atlantic and adjacent seas management takes place. They provide a mechanism for researchers to contribute directly to the evidence base used by governments and international organisations, influence the development of assessment methods, and ensure that UK expertise helps inform sustainable management of marine ecosystems and resources. Although many ICES meetings are moving to hybrid attendance, MEER funds may be used to fund in-person attendance at an ICES working group meeting
Amount of Award
· Each MEER application can be for a maximum of up to £5,000. 
· ICES – MEER application can be for a maximum on £500.

Conditions of Award

We will only support one application per Horizon Europe call, and if there are competing applications, we will convene an independent review panel from the MASTS Executive Committee to decide which one to support.
MASTS will offer up to £500 to cover economy travel and accommodation per individual in any one year per applicant as a contribution to the cost of attending defined ICES Working Group meetings. Applicants for these funds are only eligible to receive funding for two consecutive years but may reapply again after year three. A maximum of 10 ICES-MEER awards will be allocated in any 12-month period (1st August – 31st July).

Applications can be submitted at any time whilst funds remain available. 

You must be a member of a MASTS partner to apply for these funds. 
We particularly encourage ECRs to apply for this funding.
Applicants who receive MEER funding will be expected to provide a short report on the use of the funds. This report will be hosted on the MASTS website.

Applicants are advised that:

· The European Officers within the partner institutions should be the initial key contacts to provide relevant guidance and support.
· The European Commission has an online portal for funding opportunities. 
· Helpful information from UKRI - Horizon Europe: help for UK applicants – UKRI
	PROPOSERS DETAILS


	1.
	Proposer’s full name and title
	     
	Position held
	     


	
	E-mail address
	     


	2.
	Name and address of (lead) organisation
	     

	Postcode     


	WHAT RESOURCES DO YOU NEED AND WHY?


	3.
	(a)  Project title (maximum 120 characters)
	     


	(b) Rationale and justification for request for MEER funding. To include (where appropriate): the details of the call or working group to which you are responding; the area in which you intend to submit; the activities that you will use the sum requested to support; relevance to MASTS, how MASTS institutions and members who are not part of the bid will be able to engage. This section of text should not exceed two sides of A4 at a minimum of font size 12.
This table will expand to accommodate the information you wish to enter. To move to the next field, press the DOWN arrow.

	     


	        (c)  Total cost to MASTS (incl.VAT is applicable)  
	     
	(d) Date submitted to MASTS
	     


	
	(e) Duration 
	     
	
	(f) Proposed start date
	     


	COSTS


	4.
	Summary of total estimated costs (excluding VAT) This should include the costs of work/activity which will be funded by (a) MASTS, (b) Bodies other than MASTS, (c) ‘in kind’ contributions as a value, as appropriate.

Funding Body

Cost/Contribution

(a) MASTS

(b) Other than MASTS

(c) ‘In Kind’

Total Cost:

£
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