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Travel Funding Application
Supporting the next generation of marine mammal researchers
About the fund
The MASTS Marine Mammal Research Forum has up to £500 available to support several current Master’s students with travel costs associated with marine mammal research, training and professional development.
Funding may contribute to travel, accommodation and subsistence for activities such as marine mammal-themed conferences (e.g. UKIRSC) and meetings, networking visits, laboratory visits, or conducting or participating in fieldwork. Funding must be spent by 30 June 2027. Applicants must be registered as a student at a MASTS partner HEI to receive the funds. 
Please complete all relevant sections. If a question does not apply to you, write “N/A”. Funding is limited, so applicants are encouraged to explain clearly why support is needed and what they hope to gain from the activity. Applications will be assessed on financial need, relevance to marine mammal research, and the likely benefit to the applicant’s development or career.

Section 1: Applicant details
Full name
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Email address
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Current role / career stage  e.g. Master’s student, recent graduate, early-career researcher
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently enrolled as a student?  Yes / No 
(note, this funding is to support current Master’s students)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
University / institution or organisation  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Course or programme and year of study
_____________________________________________________________________________________________



Section 2: Proposed travel
Destination and proposed travel dates
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Purpose of travel  e.g. conference, meeting, networking or laboratory visit, fieldwork
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe your travel plans, and explain how this opportunity relates to marine mammal research, supports your development or career goals, and enables activities or access that would otherwise be difficult to achieve. Here, be sure to detail why and how the opportunity supports your development or career goals, e.g., 'having a poster or presentation accepted at the conference or workshop; the conference or workshop theme directly relates to my course of study or thesis project etc.'  (max 300 words) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Section 3: Budget and other funding
Please itemise the costs you expect to incur. Include only costs relevant to the proposed activity and indicate estimates where exact costs are not yet known. Feel free to edit the table and rows to fit your itemised costs.
Note, the fund has up to £500 available in total, and we hope to fund several applicants, so please aim to keep total funding requested between £50 and £200, or provide significant justification as to why a higher amount is requested. 
	Expense
	Estimated cost (£)
	Notes / calculation

	Travel (e.g. train, bus, ferry, flights, mileage)
	
	

	Accommodation
	
	

	Subsistence / meals
	
	

	Other relevant costs (please specify)
	
	

	TOTAL ESTIMATED COST
	
	

	Amount requested from this fund
	
	

	Amount to be covered by other sources / yourself
	
	



Have you applied for, or can you access, any other funding to cover these costs?  Yes / No
If yes, please give details, including the amount requested or available and any outcome if known.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
If other funding is unavailable or insufficient, please briefly explain why this support is needed.  This will help the Forum assess need.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________




Section 4: Declaration
I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that, if awarded funding, I will be required to provide receipts for funded expenses and submit a short paragraph describing the travel and its value, ideally accompanied by photographs, within two months of the travel date. I understand that all awarded funds must be spent by 30 June 2027.

Applicant name
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
How to apply and key dates
Application deadline: 13th December 2026.
Applicants will be notified of decisions by: 23rd December 2026.
Please email your completed application to masts@st-andrews.ac.uk.
Payment may be made before or after the travel has taken place. Please retain all relevant receipts. Awardees must submit receipts and a short travel summary within two months of the travel date. All travel summaries and associated receipts must be submitted by 30 June 2027.
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